
Gloucestershire Health and Wellbeing Board

Report Title  Alzheimer’s Society’s Dementia Pledge

Item for 
decision or 
information?

Decision

Sponsor Sarah Scott

Author Helen Vaughan, Joint Commissioning Manager for Dementia

Organisation Gloucestershire CCG

Key Issues:  

The national Alzheimer’s Society has invited the Gloucestershire Health & Wellbeing Board to 
engage with their campaign to encourage local leaders to:

 pledge that dementia will be a top priority in Gloucestershire
 support and participate in the local Dementia Friendly Challenge campaign

Recommendations to Board: 

 Identify a council Dementia Lead to work with the Dementia Clinical Programme Group to 
respond to the Alzheimer’s Society Local Councillors pledge

Financial/Resource Implications: 

Time and capacity to:

 Understanding existing dementia initiatives and commitments

 Identify and commit to addressing aspects of the Alzheimer’s Society pledge not currently 
met such as dementia awareness training



1. Dementia directly affects 8 500 people in Gloucestershire, and is a figure that 
is likely to rise in line with national demographic trends in later life, with the 
associated health, social care, economic and societal impact.

2. Clinicians in Gloucestershire have made great strides in improving the 
diagnosis rate of those thought to have dementia, from 32% in 2007 to 68% in 
2016. There is a continued commitment through the Gloucestershire Dementia 
Strategy to further increase this rate, so that families can access dementia 
support and services, recognising that communities also play a key role in 
supporting people to live and care well with dementia.

3. Principles of the Alzheimer’s Society initiative are already reflected and 
supported locally through:

a. Gloucestershire Dementia Strategy 2015 - 2018
b. Health & Wellbeing Strategy Healthy Ageing Action Plan 2016
c. Dementia Clinical Programme Group as part of Gloucestershire 

Sustainability and Transformation Plan
d. Jointly funded Dementia Training & Education Strategy with Forest of 

Dean District Council leading community development

4. The Alzheimer’s Society’s A Guide for Local Councillors: transforming the 
quality of life for people with dementia in the community identifies three 
key areas where they believe that local councils can influence improved 
support for those living with living with dementia through their roles in:

a. Better Care Fund and Sustainability and Transformation Plans
b. Delivery of Care Act
c. Reducing and prevention of risk factors associated with long term 

conditions

5. A Guide for Local Councillors: transforming the quality of life for people 
with dementia in the community sets out actions for local authorities to 
consider, many of which are already in place. However by working in 
partnership with the Dementia Clinical Programme Group, there is an 
opportunity to address a number of areas where actions are less well 
advanced. For example, raising dementia awareness of local leaders.

6. By supporting the pledge and guidance, councillors will be contributing to the 
county’s commitment to dementia in a way that will improve the good practice 
that is already happening, and enable Gloucestershire to make progress on 
non-clinical priorities and outcomes such as the built environment and 
community transport.

 


